
The push for tax-
funded abortion

PAGE 3

Walz's abortion 
record

PAGE 4

Camp trains pro-
life youth

PAGE 6

Vol. 51  No. 3
July - September 

2021

Visit us online at MCCL.orgYour trusted source for pro-life news

MINNESOTA CITIZENS CONCERNED FOR LIFENEWS
MCCL

BY PAUL STARK

Find the local Fall Tour meeting 
nearest you

YOU ARE INVITED to join MCCL at one 
of dozens of meetings across the state 
throughout September and October. 

Essential information
MCCL’s annual Fall Tour brings essential 
pro-life information right to you! In this 
year’s one-hour presentation, we’ll 
talk about growing threats to life, the 
challenges we face in Washington and 
here in Minnesota, and how we can 
make a difference. 

Along the way, we’ll cover:
• The latest abortion trends 

• The lifesaving impact of the Hyde 
Amendment—and how leaders in 
Washington are trying to get rid of it

• Two upcoming court decisions and 
what they could mean for life in 
Minnesota and nationwide

Each Fall Tour presentation is delivered 
by a speaker from the MCCL state office. 
Attendees will also receive a packet of 
key materials. Our goal is to inform, 
empower, and inspire Minnesotans to be 
effective pro-life citizens who will make 
a difference during this crucial period for 
the pro-life movement. 

Find your meeting
Most Fall Tour meetings take place at 7 p.m. 
(with some exceptions). As this newsletter 
goes to press, some of the dates and 
locations are still being determined; 
they will be posted online at mccl.org/
falltour. Please visit our site or contact us 
at 612-825-6831 or mccl@mccl.org to find 
your meeting. 

We hope to see you at the Fall Tour 
meeting nearest you! And bring pro-life 
friends and family with you!

Join us this fall 
as we gear up 
for what’s ahead

PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
HITS NEW RECORD-HIGH

Minnesota Abortion Statistics
Reported abortions in Minnesota, by year 1973–2020:  667,929 abortions

 -

 2,000

 4,000

 6,000

 8,000

 10,000

 12,000

 14,000

 16,000

 18,000

 20,000

19
73

19
74

19
75

19
76

19
77

19
78

19
79

19
80

19
81

19
82

19
83

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

PLANNED PARENTHOOD performed a record-high 7,491 
abortions in Minnesota last year, according to a report 
released July 1 by the Minnesota Department of Health 
(MDH). Chemical abortions also rose dramatically, topping 
50 percent of all abortions for the first time.

“These are trends that have been building for a long 
time, but they really escalated in the 2020 pandemic year,” 
said MCCL Executive Director Scott Fischbach. “Planned 
Parenthood is dominating the abortion market and 
growing its abortion numbers year after year. One 
way it’s doing that is through the expansion of dangerous 
chemical abortions.”

Long-term gains
The MDH reported a total of 9,108 abortions for the year 
2020—an 8 percent decrease from the previous year and 
the lowest figure since 1974. Yet following the report’s 

release, it was reported that Whole Woman’s Health, one 
of the state’s abortion facilities, had submitted incomplete 
abortion numbers. The MDH is expected to eventually 
release corrected data. 

According to the initial MDH data, abortions have 
dropped 52 percent since their peak in 1980. The 
abortion rate in 2020 fell to an estimated 7.6 abortions per 
1,000 Minnesota women of reproductive age, a decline from 
8.4 in 2019 and the lowest rate since 1973, the year abortion 
became legal. Abortions performed on minors dropped to 
217 last year, the lowest number on record. 

“Pregnant women have often faced difficult 
situations, especially during the last year. Yet many 
continue to meet those challenges without the tragedy 
of abortion,” noted Fischbach. “The work of pregnancy 
care centers, which compassionately offer alternatives to 

Minnesota abortion report:

Chemical abortions also increase despite long-term pro-life progress

ABORTION REPORT  ABORTION REPORT  continued on continued on PAGE  4PAGE  4
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Find, connect 
with MCCL on 
social media

in-person medical examination before they take the drugs. 

Both unborn children and their mothers are harmed by these dangerous mail-
order abortions.

Hyde at stake
On the legislative front, the greatest threat right now is the possible repeal of the 
Hyde Amendment (see page 3), which has saved more than two million unborn 
lives by preventing federal taxpayer funding of abortion. President Biden and 
Democratic leaders in Congress are working to pass a budget bill that repeals 
this lifesaving policy. We can’t let them.

And I haven’t even mentioned the Supreme Court case on abortion that will 
be decided next year (see page 3). We don’t know how the Court will rule, but its 
decision has the potential to fundamentally change the nationwide landscape 
when it comes to efforts to legally protect unborn children and their mothers.

Come join us to get engaged
There’s so much going on. There’s so much that pro-life citizens need to 
understand if we’re going to effectively make a difference for life—whether 
that’s through contacting elected officials, educating the public about mail-order 
abortions, engaging in pro-life outreach on social media, getting involved in next 
year’s elections, or other activities.

That’s why we need you to join us at one of our Fall Tour meetings. We’re 
traversing the state to present these pro-life updates in dozens of cities and towns. 
Each meeting is just an hour. Please come (and bring others with you) to hear 
about what’s going on and what we can do at this crucial time for the cause of life. 

The details about all of our Fall Tour meetings (date, time, location) will be posted 
on our website at mccl.org/falltour. You may also contact us at 612-825-6831 or 
mccl@mccl.org for information or to receive promotional posters you can 
use to promote your own local meeting. You can also contribute (see page 7) to 
help offset the costs of this statewide program.

Now is the time to get active. We’ll see you on Fall Tour!

With all that we 
face, now is the 
time to get active—
join us for Fall Tour

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

THE LATEST abortion numbers from the Minnesota Department of Health (see page 
1) highlight some of the grave challenges we face. That’s why it’s so important for pro-
lifers to get engaged!

Chemical abortions grow
Consider what’s going on. Planned Parenthood continues to grow its abortion 
business even as abortions elsewhere go down. In 2020, the group increased its 
abortions by more than 1,000—in a single year!

And chemical abortions have now become the most common method of abortion. 
That’s no surprise—even though they pose more danger to women’s health, chemical 
abortions are a cost-effective way for abortion advocates to expand their business. 
Planned Parenthood now offers chemical abortions at three of its centers (Rochester, 
Brooklyn Park, and Minneapolis) in addition to its St. Paul headquarters (which does 
both surgical and chemical abortions). 

The challenge has become even greater because of the pandemic, though, 
as the Biden administration has suspended a safety rule that required that 
abortion drugs be dispensed at medical facilities. Now, groups like “Just the Pill” 
here in Minnesota can send chemical abortions to women through the mail, with no 

AS SUMMER nears its end, 
Minnesotans from all across the 
state are descending on St. Paul 
for the Minnesota State Fair. Be 
sure to stop by MCCL’s pro-life 
educational booth!

The Fair, which runs 
through Sept. 6, offers a 
wonderful opportunity for 
pro-life outreach. MCCL’s booth 
includes educational materials, 
life-size fetal models, a fetal 
development video, and a pro-
life petition for visitors to sign.

Come say hello
Our booth is on the lower level 
of the Grandstand building, 
in the northwest section. Stop 
by to pick up literature, sign our 
petition, or just say hello!

Dozens of faithful volunteers 
are staffing this year’s booth. 
When you visit, please thank 
them for their efforts!

BY LEO LALONDE

SOCIAL MEDIA is a 
growing avenue of pro-life 
outreach for MCCL, and it’s 
a great way for you to stay 
informed and connected 
with us—and to share 
our information with your 
own friends, family, and 
acquaintances. 

Find us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/mnprolife), 
Twitter (@MCCL_org), and 
Instagram (@MCCL_org), 
and bookmark our  
mccl.org website too!

Stop by our State Fair booth!
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IN LATE JULY, the U.S. House passed an 
appropriations bill (H.R. 4502) that doesn't include 
the Hyde Amendment, the longstanding pro-life 
measure that prevents federal taxpayer funding 
of elective abortion. The effort to repeal Hyde is 
backed by President Joe Biden. The Senate has yet 
to take up the bill. 

The Hyde Amendment, which prohibits 
federal Medicaid funding of abortion except 
in rare cases, has been in place for decades. 
Research by the Charlotte Lozier Institute shows 
that it has saved more than two million unborn lives, 
and that overturning it could lead to 60,000 more 
abortions each year.

Four of Minnesota's representatives in 
Congress—Angie Craig, Dean Phillips, Betty 
McCollum, and Ilhan Omar—voted in favor of the 
bill that removes the Hyde Amendment. They 
voted in favor of using tax dollars to pay for elective 
abortions. 

“We are disappointed that Craig, Phillips, 
McCollum, and Omar sided with the abortion 
industry rather than protecting their 
constituents from forced funding of abortion, 
which is opposed by most Americans,” said MCCL 
President Leo LaLonde.

BY PAUL STARK

pro-lifepro-life
updateupdate

Minnesota's pro-life members of Congress—Jim 
Hagedorn, Tom Emmer, Michelle Fischbach, and Pete 
Stauber—all voted against the repeal of the Hyde 
Amendment.

MCCL strongly urges you to contact your 
representative in the House to tell them that 
tax dollars shouldn’t be used for abortion (or to 
thank them if they voted pro-life). Please also 
contact Sens. Amy Klobuchar and Tina Smith 
and urge them to oppose any appropriations 
bill that doesn’t include the Hyde Amendment 
protections. (See the back page for contact 
information.)

“The Hyde Amendment has saved more lives 
than any other pro-life policy since abortion was 
legalized,” said LaLonde. “The importance of 
protecting it cannot be overstated. All pro-lifers 
should contact their representatives in Congress 
and make it clear that our federal tax dollars 
must not be used for the destruction of life.”

Supreme Court to hear major 
abortion case
The U.S. Supreme Court announced this May that 
it will soon hear a major abortion case, Dobbs v. 
Jackson Women’s Health Organization. The case 
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involves a Mississippi law that protects unborn 
children after 15 weeks. 

The Court has specifically agreed to 
consider the question of “whether all pre-
viability prohibitions on elective abortions 
are unconstitutional.” If the Court upholds 
Mississippi’s law, it could open the door 
to much greater protections than have 
previously been allowed. The Court could 
also go further—as pro-lifers hope it will—by 
overruling the mistaken Roe v. Wade decision 
outright and allowing states to fully protect 
unborn children. 

“We applaud the U.S. Supreme Court 
for examining the Mississippi law,” said 
Carol Tobias, president of National Right 
to Life. “We know more today about the 
life of a child in the womb than we did fifty 
years ago. The medical advances made in 
our knowledge of unborn children and their 
care and treatment are astonishing.”

The Dobbs case will be heard in the 
Court’s 2021-2022 term, and a decision is 
expected next spring or summer. 

Rep. Fischbach named co-
chair of Congressional Pro-
Life Caucus
U.S. Representative Michelle Fischbach, 
who is in her first term representing 
Minnesota's 7th Congressional District, 
was appointed co-chair of the House 
Pro-Life Caucus in June. She joins Rep. 
Chris Smith (R-NJ) and Rep. Andy Harris 

(R-MD) in chairing the caucus. 
“Rep. Fischbach is a steadfast champion 

of life—both during her tenure in the 
Minnesota state government and now 
here in Congress,” said Congressman 
Smith. “Her effective leadership could not 
come at a better time as we work to restore 
protections for the weakest and most 
vulnerable: the unborn baby. Rep. Fischbach 
is a known trailblazer and is a tremendous 
asset to the leadership team of the Pro-Life 
Caucus.” 

Biden, House majority 
push for federal 
taxpayer-funded abortion
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safety and the safety of those dealing with this crisis,” 
said MCCL Executive Director Scott Fischbach at the 
time. “Public health, not an ideological commitment to 
unfettered abortion, must come first."

Then, earlier this year, it was reported that the Walz 
administration gave nearly $100,000 of COVID-19 relief 
money to a non-profit specializing in “abortion doulas.” 
The organization, according to its website, provides 
“practical abortion support,” including “transportation 
assistance to and from the clinic as needed,” and has 
partnerships with Planned Parenthood and other 
abortion centers. The group also “advocate[s] for 
societal & cultural shifts around abortion stigma.”

No doubt where Walz stands
“COVID funds shouldn’t go to promote abortion,” says 
Fischbach. “This is yet another instance of Gov. Walz 
prioritizing abortion. His record as governor, and 
before that in Congress, should leave Minnesotans 
no doubt of where he stands on the human rights 
of unborn children and other vulnerable members 
of the human family.”

women and their babies. It makes lifesaving assistance 
available for thousands of women every year. 

We had another victory when pro-life senators 
held off an attempt on the Senate floor to eliminate 
Minnesota’s Woman’s Right to Know law.

That law guarantees that women considering an 
abortion be offered scientifically accurate information 
about the development of the unborn baby, alternatives 
and assistance that are available, the responsibility of the 
father to help, etc. This should be considered standard 
informed consent, but abortion advocates don’t want 
women to know.

So Sen. Lindsey Port (DFL-Burnsville) offered an 
amendment to the Omnibus Health and Human Services 

2021 legislative session: Positive Alternatives 
funding protected, licensing measure defeated

YOU MIGHT SAY pro-lifers won two out of three at the 
2021 legislative session recently concluded in St. Paul. 
But regardless, we’ll have a lot of work ahead in 2022. 

Positive Alternatives, Woman’s 
Right to Know
In his first budget upon taking office, Gov. Walz tried to 
eliminate funding for the pro-life Positive Alternatives 
law. But when legislators finalized the budget this year, 
the program not only remained funded at 100 percent 
of previous levels, but will be fully funded through 
2025. 

Positive Alternatives gives grant money to programs 
that provide needed care and materials for pregnant 

BY DON PARKER

Gov. Walz’s record so far: 
Abortion above public health

WHEN TIM WALZ served in Congress, he compiled a zero 
percent pro-life voting record. That record included votes 
against protection for unborn children after 20 weeks, 
in favor of taxpayer funding of abortion, and against 
ordinary care for newborn babies who survive abortion. 

During his 2018 campaign for governor, Walz even 
bragged at the DFL state convention that “my record 
is so pro-choice, Nancy Pelosi asked me if I should 
tone it down.”

Since becoming governor, Walz has yet to see major 
abortion-related legislation pass the Legislature and 
come before him. But that hasn’t stopped him from 
taking action on his own. None of it should be a surprise.

Giving abortion special treatment
In his first budget, in 2019, Walz proposed a cut in funding 
for the Positive Alternatives Act. Positive Alternatives, 
which MCCL helped enact in 2005, provides grants to 
life-affirming programs that offer practical support to 
pregnant and newly parenting women—so no one feels 
like abortion is the only option.

If the proposed cut had become law, an estimated 
1,700 pregnant women and their unborn children 
would have lost care each year. Fortunately, through 
the efforts of pro-life lawmakers, full funding for Positive 
Alternatives was preserved.

Later, as the pandemic began in early 2020, Walz 
temporarily suspended all elective procedures in the 
state in order to conserve medical resources and reduce 
transmission of the virus. But his administration chose not 
to apply that rule to elective abortions. The destruction 
of unborn children—unlike every other elective 
procedure—was allowed to continue unabated.

“There is no medical justification for singling out 
abortion for special treatment at the expense of patient 

Parenthood has grown its abortion total for nine 
straight years—a 108 percent jump since 2011—
even as abortions at other facilities in Minnesota 
have fallen 78 percent over the same period. 

In addition, chemical abortions in 2020 reached an 
all-time high of 4,964, a 34 percent increase. The jump 
comes after a new Minnesota organization began 
sending chemical abortion drugs to women through 
the mail, and after Planned Parenthood started 
providing chemical abortions at an additional one of its 
locations.

“Especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

ABORTION REPORT  continued from PAGE  1

abortion, has been instrumental. And pro-life laws 
in Minnesota, such as Woman’s Right to Know and 
Positive Alternatives, continue to empower women 
and save lives.”

A huge Planned Parenthood 
increase
Despite the long-term abortion decline, Planned 
Parenthood saw a startling 16 percent single-
year increase in its abortion total, accounting for 
a record-high 82 percent of the overall number 
in 2020 (up from 65 percent in 2019). Planned 

BY PAUL STARK

abortion supporters have sought to make 
chemical abortions more widespread, even at 
the expense of women’s safety,” said Fischbach. 
“Both women and unborn children deserve 
better.”

Chemical abortions pose risks to women that 
are exacerbated when, as in mail-order abortions, 
they receive no in-person medical examination 
beforehand. A large Finnish study found that 
chemical abortions led to “adverse events” in 20 
percent of cases—almost four times the rate of 
immediate complications as surgical abortions.

bill to eliminate the Woman’s Right to Know law. But pro-
life Senators held firm, and Sen. Port’s pro-abortion 
amendment was defeated, 30 votes to 36. 

Abortion facility licensing
We weren’t as fortunate on the bill MCCL supported to 
require abortion facilities to be licensed and inspected, as 
so many other medical facilities are. Sen. Michelle Benson 
(R-Ham Lake) passed an amendment in committee to 
require abortion facilities to be licensed by the Department 
of Health.

 But when Rep. Peggy Scott (R-Andover) offered 
a similar amendment in the House, it was ruled not 
germane (related) to the bill it was being amended to. 
Rep. Scott appealed the Speaker’s ruling, but that pro-life 
motion lost 62-69, so the amendment died. 

 The 2022 legislative session and beyond will be another 
important year for the right to life of the unborn. Stay 
tuned to this newsletter and at mccl.org for ways you 
can help save lives by contacting your elected officials 
and letting other pro-lifers know about important 
upcoming bills.
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This summer, almost every 
county fair across the state of 
Minnesota featured a pro-life 
booth from MCCL. And that’s 
because of all of the pro-life 
Minnesotans who gave their 
time and energy as booth 
volunteers. You made it happen! 

Through the efforts of our 
dedicated volunteers, thousands 

of Minnesotans were 
touched with the message of 
the value of every member 
of the human family. You 
are part of a statewide 
organizational effort, 
year in and year out, 
that no other group can 
accomplish. We are so 
grateful for your commitment 
to the cause of life.

TO COUNTY FAIR BOOTH VOLUNTEERS 
FOR SHARING THE PRO-LIFE MESSAGE

Thanks
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MCCL’S PRO-LIFE camp for high school students returned 
this summer. Life Leadership Camp, which had been 
canceled last year because of the pandemic, took place 
Aug. 8-11 at Camp Koronis in Paynesville, Minnesota. 

About 25 students came to learn about abortion, 
prenatal development, assisted suicide, making the 
case for life, and more. They heard from guest speakers, 
engaged in group activities, and had a lot of fun.

Life Leadership Camp is designed to equip young 
people to make a pro-life difference in their schools 
and communities—and to be the pro-life leaders of 
tomorrow. 

"The talks were super helpful and I learned a lot. ... 
This has definitely strengthened my pro-life stance," 
wrote one student afterward. "I really feel my pro-life 
journey has started a new chapter in my life," wrote 

another, who emphasized the impact of "hearing 
the stories of the speakers and learning more about 
myself."

Life Leadership Camp is one of numerous MCCL 
programs that train young people in the pro-life 
movement. They include MCCL’s Student Day at the 
Capitol, our Pro-Life Oratory and Essay Contests, the 
National Right to Life Academy, and more.

MCCL’S LIFE LEADERSHIP CAMP RETURNS, 
TRAINS PRO-LIFE YOUTH

Rep. Lisa Demuth (R-Cold 
Spring), Assistant Minority 
Leader, spoke to the students.
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SUPPORT MCCL’S FALL TOUR OUTREACH
MCCL’s annual Fall Tour is a 
big undertaking! We travel all 
across the state giving pro-life 
presentations to inform and 
equip Minnesotans.

Fall Tour requires 
time and finances
At each of our meetings, we will 
educate pro-lifers about the 
latest abortion numbers, the new 
challenges we face, the huge court 
cases that will soon be decided, 
and more. 

We’re grateful to the local 
chapters, churches, and leaders 
for hosting us and helping to make 
our meetings so successful. But 
an endeavor like this takes a lot of 

time, coordination, and finances. 
Doing all of these meetings 
requires significant resources 
from us.

Help advance our 
lifesaving mission
You can help offset some of 
these costs with a generous 
contribution. When you support 
our Fall Tour, you help advance 
MCCL’s mission to effectively 
educate the public and engage 
pro-life citizens in our lifesaving 
work. 

Contributions are needed 
today as we gear up for this 
crucial project. Thank you!

Please print.

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________ State __________________ ZIP ____________________

Telephone ______________________________________________________________________________

E-mail address __________________________________________________________________________

Amount enclosed £ $1,000   £ $50    £ $250    £ $25   £ $100   £ Other $____________

£ An acknowledgment is not necessary.

 Clip and mail in the enclosed envelope to: 
MCCL Inc. | 4249 Nicollet Ave. | Minneapolis, MN 55409

I want to help MCCL equip 
Minnesotans to make a difference.
Enclosed is my donation  
to the MCCL General Fund.

Alternatively, you may donate securely online with a credit card at mccl.org/donate or 
phone the MCCL state office at 612-825-6831 with your pledge today.

Because, in addition to educating, we are involved in working for legislation to protect human life, 
donations to MCCL, Inc., are not deductible as charitable contributions for income tax purposes.

LAST YEAR, MCCL held a Choose Life 
Drive to mark the Dec.15 anniversary of a 
devastating court decision that imposed 
tax-funded abortion in Minnesota.

MCCL collected baby items—
clothing, blankets, diapers, wipes, 
formula, and other items that 
mothers need most—from generous 
pro-lifers across the state and 
distributed them to pro-life pregnancy 
care centers that directly serve women. 

This year, we’re doing it again, and 
you can take part! As December 
approaches, be on the lookout for 
details from MCCL, which will also be 
posted online at mccl.org/chooselife. 
Thank you for helping to support women 
and babies!

MCCL’s Choose 
Life Drive coming 
at end of year

MCCL intern 
gets training 
to embark 
on pro-life 
career
THIS SUMMER, MCCL has 
been blessed to have Savanna 
Beaurline, a student at the 
University of Northwestern, as an 
intern. 

After participating in many 
of MCCL’s events and programs 
throughout her younger 
years—including our March 
for Life, Student Day at the 
Capitol, and Life Leadership 
Camp—Savanna interned in 

the MCCL office this year. She 
expects to continue to help with 
MCCL projects during the fall.

Now Savanna is looking 
forward to a career in the pro-
life movement. In January, after 
graduating, Savanna plans to take 
a full-time job with Students for 
Life in Virginia. 

“MCCL played a crucial role 
in my training and involvement 
in the pro-life movement,” says 
Savanna, “from visiting your table 
every year since my birth at the 
Minnesota State Fair, to Student 
Day at the Capitol, to the March 
for Life rallies at the Capitol, and 
then to the pro-life camp at Lake 
Koronis. MCCL was instrumental 
in preparing me for a career in the 
pro-life movement.”

We wish Savanna all the best in 
her future pro-life work!

Savanna at MCCL’s Life Leadership Camp in 2017
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Action Box JULY - SEPTEMBER

2021
Make plans to attend the Fall Tour meeting nearest you (see pages 
1 and 2). Visit mccl.org/falltour to find a list of meetings.

Contact your U.S. representative and senators and tell them tax 
dollars shouldn’t fund abortion (see page 3).

Stop by our booth at the State Fair to sign our petition and say hello  
(see page 1).

Support MCCL’s lifesaving work by contributing to our Fall Tour 
program (see page 7).

Connect with MCCL at mccl.org and on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram to stay up-to-date with the latest pro-life news (see page 2).

Plan to participate in Give to the Max Day on Nov. 18 to maximize 
your pro-life gift. Just search for MCCL at GiveMN.org.

It’s time to get activated
Find the pro-life meeting nearest you this fall


